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To thoſe who Attended on 
the Miniſtry of the Late 

Reverend Mr: Matthew 
Sveſter. 


Beloved in Our LORD, 

Here preſent you with a plain Dij- 
courſe, upon 2 Sorrowful Occaſion, 
which I defire you to Accept, as a 
Mark of my ſincere Reſpect to you, and 


to him who ſo lately was over you in the 
LORD. 


Accept it as a ſmall Acknowledgment 
of the many Expreſſions of Affection and 
Kindneſs I receivd from you, when for 
four Years together, I was endeavouring 


to be an helper of your Faith and Foy. 


Accept it as & Memorial of your De- 


ceaſed aſtor, whom 1 always highly bo- 


Jon, 


nour d, and whom I hope you have Rea- 
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* The Dedication. | 
= ſon to remember with Great Thankful. 
1 neſs ; conſidering hom much of GOD you 
aw in him, and how much you receiv i 
from GOD through his Hands. Having 
| loft the Sutisfolfion of his pleaſant an! 
improving Converſation, it may not per- 
haps be diſagreeable to you, to view th: 
Picture I have drawn of him. Tho it 
pretends not to Maſterly Strokes, and i 
many way defective, yet I know not but 
it may help you to recollect the Features 
| that are wanting; and keep you fron: 
. loſing what you are deſtrous to retain. 


Accept it as a Faithful Warning to pre- 
vide for a Dying Hour, which is one of 
the moſt important Cares, which we tha! 
live at ſo great uncertainty can employ 
our Thoughts about; and at the ſame 
time the beſt way to improve the ſud; 
Death of ſuch as we moſt valu'd whil: 
they liv'd : and the ſureſt Courſe we car 
table, to make our own Lives Uſeful, our 
Laſt Agonies Comfortable, and the II- 
© of them Joyful. 1 


[ 


T rejoyce that you have acted with ſo MF 
nuch Unanimity, in the Choice of one tos | 
fill up the Vacancy which Death hath 
made among you. I join my Prayers 
with Tours, that (if it may be for the 
on of GO D, and the Good of Your 1 
Souls,) he that you have Choſen, may be | 
inclin'd to accept Your Call : that you 
may not ſcatter, but may continue to a- 
dern Religion, by your Unity, Catho- 
lick Spiritedneſs, and Chriſtian Temper : 
That he and you may experience to Tour 
Satisfaction and Comfort, that the reſi- 
due of the Spirit is with GOD ; and 
that the Gleaning of the Grapes of E- 
5 is better than the Vintage of A- 
1ezer : And May you long fit under his 
Shadow with Great Delight, with a ſpe- 
cial Bleſſing from Heaven Attending you. 
Even you your ſelves are not more Hear- 
ty in theſs Requeſts, than 


March $. Yours in Our Common LOR D, 


Vos. | 
E. Calany. 
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R. Matt hem Silveſter hath Let 
| ready for the Prefs, 
The Chriſtians Race and Patience 
Deſcrib'd, Urg'd and Encourag' d, in 
ſeveral Sermons. from Heb. 12. "The 
Second Part. r 
Wzich will be ſhortly. Printed, if 
the Bookſellers meet with. ſuitable 8 
Encouragement. 3 
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MA T. XXIV. 44 


Therefore be ye alſo ready: for in ſuch an 
hour as you think not, the Son of man 


- 


cometh. 


My Friends and Brethren. 


T cannot but be Affecting to you that had 
as Worthy a Servant of CHRIST as this 
Ciry affords, preaching to you from this 
very Pulpit, at this very time, this Day was 
a Seven- night, to think that now he is 

not, for that GOD hath taken him. Is not did 

I fay in compliance with our common Language? 

give me leave to correct it. I mean no more than 

that he is not here : He will be no more here. His 

Body is laid in the Duſt. His Spirit is gone to the 

Father of Spirits; and he will have no farther 

concern with this lower World of ours. He is 

taken up to Act in a much higher and nobler 

Sphere. On Lord's Day laſt, he here ended his 

Miniſterial Labours, and a little after his Life. 

How atrentively would you have liſten'd to his 

Words, had you had this Thought ſtirring in you, 

at the time when he was Speaking, that he was 

taking his laſt Farewel ! Tho' he commonly had 
but an Handful in compariſon (which was no 
eat ſign of the Wildom of the Age) yet what 
rowds would have attended him both in G O D's 

Houſe and in his own, had it been known he was 

then to have his Quietus eſt, and immediatly be 

lodg'd in Glory? Who of you that lov'd him, 

(and who knew him, me did not love and ho- 

, nour 
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nour him?) but muſt be affected with the ſudden. 
neſs of his Death? He was gone in a Moment. 


He paſt through Deg , before-cither he himſel! 


or they that were about him were aware. He 
was * tranſlated without Warning. There was 
{ſcarce room for ſo much as a Sigh or a Groan up- 
on the Rent ; but Nature was ſpent in the Ser- 
vice of his Maſter, and in the twinckling of an 
eye Mortality was ſwallow/d up of Life. He went 
directly from his Work to his Wages ; and be- 
fore he could well think of it made a Bleſſed Ex 
change; and paſt out of a troubleſome World, 

of Reſt and Peace and Joy : from 
theſe courſe inconſtant diſturbed Regions, to tai: 
better Manſions, Company, and Employment:. 
In ſhort, he died as a ſerious Chriſtian that is 
always ready, and a Faithful Miniſter of CHRIS 


would wiſh to die. He dy'd juft as he himſel' 


would have defir'd to die. For this time then let 
Providence Preach to you, and take this for the 


Language of it to every one of you: Be ye al/: 
ready ; 15 . 


or in ſuch an hour as you think not, the Son e 
man cometh. 


We all of us know, that CHRIST is com 
ing. He is coming to Fudge the World in Righ 
teouſneſs ; and he is coming to each of us in par 
ticular, to ſummon us by Death into anothe: 
World. This Text without the leaſt force - is ap 
plicable either way. Say that it primarily refer: 
to the Laſt Judgment, when tis as certain he 
will come again, as tis that he once was herc 
already ; yet may we 2 enough apply it to 
the Day of our Death, which will as certainly 
tranſmit us over to the Laſt Judgment, without 
any 1 of having our State _afrs-wards al- 
tered. We have abundant Evidence, that this 
coming 
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coming of Chriſt may be ſadden, and without 
any particular Warning ; therefore nothing con- 
cerns us more than to get ready, that we may not 
be ſurpriz'd. This is loudly proclaim'd by that 
Providence that has made-this Congregation de- 
ititute : And therefore that way ſhould it care- 
fully be improv d. 


Let me then beg your Attention while I am 
ſetting before you theſe Four Things. 


I. The Uncertainty we are in as to the Time 
and Circumſtances of our Departure out of this 
World. 


IL The Force of the Argument drawn from 
thence, to engage us to get ready for a Dying 
Hour. 


4 
* 


III. Some further Motives to quicken our Pre- 
paration. And, - 


IV. Some Directions about the Way of our 
making ſuch Proviſion, as that we may not miſs 
of being _ for our L OR D's Coming, let it 
be when, or how it will. 


And when theſe Things are diſpatch'd ; What 
the preſent Mournful Providence moſt directly 
leads me to, will fall in very nacurally. | 


1. Then, It will deſerve our cloſe and ſerious 
Conſideration, That tho' there's nothing more 
certain, than that we all muſt Dye, we yet are 
utterly uncertain, when or where, or in what 
Circumſtances we ſhall Dye, and paſs off this 

B 2 Earthly 
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ni Hiſtor. 
Lib. 62. 


Earthlty Stage. As our LORD' laſt Coming 
will be in ſuch an Hour as the World thinks not. 
ſo will it be alſo, as to his coming to withdraw 
us out of this into another State and Life. We 
may every one of us ſay with the Patriarch Iſaac, ' 
upon the ſame Grounds, Behold, I know: not the 
Day of my Death. There have been many that 
have in that reſpe& been deſirous of Information, 
and they have usd the Aﬀrological Art to make 
the Diſcovery : whereby they have been miſera 
bly befool'd and enſnar d. They have loſt the 
reliſh of their Comforts, and doubled their Care 
and Troubles; and fometimes have haſten'd their 
End, that ſuch Predictions might not remain un- 
accompliſh'd. This is particularly reported to 
have been among others, the Cafe of the fa 
mous Cardan, who ſtarv'd himſelf to Death, tha 
he might leave the World according to the Rule: 
of Aſtrology. But if we are rightly diſpos'd, we 

ſhall rejoyce that in this reſpect we are kept in 
Ignorance. Many Uſeful Deſigns, would never 

have been formed; many Matters of Conſequence, 

had never been attempted, if the Parties concern 

could certainly have foreſeen that they ſhould no: 

have. liv'd beyond fuch a time. Many would 

have been quite ſunk by the Difficulties and Trou- 

bles they have met with; they had been over- BE 

born by them, without any relief, had they beer: i 

aſſur' d their Lives could not have reach'd beyond 

ſuch a Date. Others would have been effectua'- 

ly tempted to a neglect of GOD and their Duty, 

to ſquander away their precious Time, and hav: 

run into fome of the worſt of Snares, if from the 

firit they could have had any aſſurance that thei: 

Lives would have been lo far prolong'd. Did u. 

certainly. know before hand the exact Period, 

| 8 Our 
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ur Lives were but ſhort, we ſhould be very apt 
o ſpend them in Complaints and Lamentations, 
hat they were not longer: And if we were aſſur d 
hat they would be conſiderably prolong d, we 
ould be ſtrangely apt to throw them away up- 
Wn Trifles, as reckoning, we had time enough be- a 
ore us: And either way, we ſhould live to - leſs "0 
urpoſe than we ordinarily do as things ſtand 
ich us, while we are kept at uncertainty. And 
o you want Evidence of this, that we are left at 
Wncertainty ? Does not Solomon fully confirm this 
bſervation, when he cries out, Man alſo know- Eccle. g. 13. 
=: not his time; as the Fiſhes that are taken in an evil | 
er,and as the Birds that are caught in the Snare, ſo are 
be Sons of Men ſnared in an evil time, when it falleth 
deny upon them. Death, as to its Seaſon, Man- 
er, and Circumſtances, by no means falls with- 
Ya the reach of our fore-ſight. It ſurprizes us at 
W:niwares; and often overtakes us, when we no 
ore think of it, than the filly Birds or Fiſh do 
i the Net, or Snare in which they are caught. : 
n reality, 2e have our Fleſh berween our Teeth, and Job 13} 14, 
= Souls in our Hands, Our Souls arc as it were 
Fontinually upon our Lips, ready to fly to him 
rom whom they came forth: And we may each 
us ſay with David, My Soul u continually in 
„Hande. And have we not very ſenſible Evi- 
once of this? Hath not Death many ways to 
ep in upon us, that we think not of? Could 
mimelech toreſee when he aſſaulted the Tower of Judas 

/ bebez,, that a piece of a Mill-ſtone caſt from the ED 
op of it by the Hand of a Woman, ſhould be 
his Death? Or King Abab, that he ſhould loſe 
hs Life by an Arrow ſhot by an unknown Soldi- 
Could Pharaoh foreſee that he ſhould be K. | 
ond in the Red-Sea ? Judas, that he — ? IN 


PCal. r 19. 109. 
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Job x4. 5. 


gte I Na- Good and bad are in this reſpect at the ſan: 
thaniel Tay- paſs: and Divine Providence ſerves conſidera 


. Jor's Funeral Purpoſes as to both, by keeping them in 'unccr- 
Sermon, occa- 


his own Executioner? Or Herod, that he ſhould 
be deſtroy'd by Worms and Maggots, becauſe | 
robb'd GOD of his Glory? Could either Foy 
Baptiſt foreſee, that he ſhould be Beheaded, ot 
Stephen that he ſhould be Ston'd to Death, 9 
Jeſs GOD was pleas'd to diſcover it to then 


* e 
cam * * 2 2 
4 } X | 1 1 


1 
no more uncertain as to the time, and manne; 
our Death, and all its Circumſtances beforehan'!, 
than he is afterwards. Fob tells us expreſsly, % 
Days of man are determin'd ; the number of his mam 
is with thee; thou haſt appointed his bounds that "8 
cannot paſs. However though all is clear to hin, 
we are in the Dark. We have nothing to led, 
us into any certainty : and kaow not whence 
borrow Light, or how to fix our Meaſures, M 
we not obſerve ſome. of all Ages daily dying: 
How then can we tell before hand at what AM 
we ſhall be calld away? Are there not Lang 
thouſand Diſtempers, and as many Caſualties «12: | 
may be equally fatal to us? — not fon 
been carry'd off in their ſleep and others awake: 
Some at their meals, others in the midſt of their 
worldly, buſineſs, and others upon their knees, „ 
they have been calling upon GOD? Have not {c::1: 8 
gone abroad and return d no more; while 1 N 5 

9 _ 
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ve had Death entring into their Houſes, and 
aking them upon their Beds, or in their Chairs ? 
Are not ſome hurry'd away by an Apople&tick or 
\ſthmatick Fit, without any Warning; when 
brhers are taken off by the Cholick, Bae, or 
tone, or a Conſumption, after much notice, 
nd long pining and languiſhing? When there 
re ſo many ways ont of the World, how can we 
ell which will be ours ? 


Its a vain thing to make Tragical Complaints 
f chis uncertainty, and make as if we were hard- 
, F/ dealt with, in being left at a loſs, in what fo 
ich concerns us. Our wiſeſt way would be 
Fo improve it to a Chriſtian purpoſe. The plain 
JJ inguage of it is this; that therefore and upon 
is account we ought never to be unprepar'd. 
is is the way that we find this Conſideration 
3+ :pply'd in the Text: Therefore be ye alſo ready: 


er nothing can be more cvident than this; 1 
$i for what Certainly will come, but we know 1 4 
ohen or how, we ought never to be unpro- | 


q 4 ided : And that you may be the more ſenſible of 
is, I ſhall go on in the 


dd. Place, to Conſider the Force of the Ar- l 
Þ ument; Therefore be ye ready. And to heighten Wo 
{bis inftructive Inference, I move that a few | 
ings may be conſider d. 
Whether we are ready or unready, Death 
ort ftay, when our Time is come. There's no 
alling Time again, (which the Poor Woman 
ace mov'd for) it we let it ſlip through our 
ands, without applying our Hearts unto Wit- 
om, Let us 5 das Frag as we will, Let any 

” : One 
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one Diſtemper be it a Fever or Dropſie, a Gar: 
grene, Conſumption, or Aftma, come and feizc 
us, with a Commiſſion to put a Period to ou 
Lives, it will take its Courſe, and cut us off 
whether we are prepar'd or unprovided. Hz! 
we indeed any ſecurity that though we were care 
leſs and negligent before, yet when our Eu 
drew near, we could be able to ſtop the Arrcit 
of Death, till we made ready, we ſhould hav: 
{omething of an excuſe : - But what can be mor: 
fooliſh than ſuch a thought? Death won't ſtay 
a moment becauſe of our being unprovided : an 
therefore we run the utmoſt hazard in being 19. 
The Ship moves forward in the Voyage whether 
the 8 ſleep or wake: and Death move: 
conſtantly towards us; whether we anſwer the 
great End of our Life or neglect it. Whether 
we really mind another Word or mind it not, 
it makes no difference in executing its Comm i- 
Hon: There's no way to bribe or retard it. And 
therefore we had need be. always ready. 


2. It's very common to be ſurpriz'd. That 
a thing which is to the full as common as it | 
for People to live without G OD in the World; 
as common as it for Men to live as if they were: 
to live here always. It's a very uſual thing for 
thoſe whom the Bleſſed JESUS has entruſlc!f 
with many Talents, expecting they ſhould lay 
them out for his Honour, and in his Service, :olf 
fancy that their Lord delayeth his coming, and ther: 
upon to abuſe their Truſt. You have this ver 
plainly expreſs'd a few Verſes after the Tex: 
And it is as uſual for the Lord of ſuch ſervants, 2: i 
alſo here intimated, to come in 4 day they loo 
not for him, and in an hour that they are fant | 

. 9 
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Were but this believ'd and conſider d, none 
could dare to continue ſo much as a Day, un- 
repar d for a Dying Hour, for tear leſt in that 

ay they mighr ſee an Hand writing on the 
Wall, to ſtrike them into a fit of Trembling : for 
fear leſt in - that very Day, they might hear a 
Voice from GOD, calling them to come away, 
for that their Soul is requir'd at their Hands. 
They would not darg to defer their careful en- 
deayours. to get ready, for fear their Reſolutions 
for hereafter, ſhould bear longer Date than the 
time of their Lives. For, | 


3. To be ſurpriz'd by Death when unready, 
and unprepar'd, would be fatal. For as the Tree 


5 falls ſo it ſhall lie: in the place where it falleth, there Eccleſ. 11. ;. 


it fball ' be. Our final State will be irrevocably 


( fix'd at the time of our Departure hence. If 


= we are not ready then, we never can be ready. 
= For then all Means, and Helps, and Offers, will 


be paſt and gon for ever. And this is a thought 


chat may and ought deeply to affect. Would 


you know why we that are Miniſters often preſs 
you ſo earneſtly to get ready for a Dying hour, 
and for another World, this is the plain Reaſon ; 
becauſe when your LORD actually comes, and 
Death arreſts, it will be too late. If you intend 
to work at all in your Great Concern, you 
ſhould do it while-it is day, becauſe the night com- John 9 
eth, when no Man can work. Should your Souls oy 
be required at your Hands, (as they may be 

ar any time) and you be unready and unprovi- 

ded, you'll call your ſelves a thouſand Fools; 

you'd be full of Horror; you'd be miſerable paſt 
retrigve, and that for ever. * 


4. Sup- 
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when they had Calls, and Opportunities, and 


| of a real Change of Heart; And we may hav: 


. juſt cauſe to fear, that many that die ſeeming 
| Penirents after a wicked Life, have not a mor: 
it true and real Change, than ſome that recover 
„ and are ſpar'd, and afterwards prove as bad 
| ever. Ger ready therefore now, or it's a thou- 
| 

| 


8 on GOD' part or on your own. Tis too much 
| + for you to promiſe on your own part, becaulc 


% | there is but very little likelihood that you ſhonld : 
[I - hereafter be more inclin'd that way than now 
1 Oy *Tis too much alſo for you to promiſe on GOD 


. 
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4. Suppoſe there ſhould be ſome little Warn 
ing before Death makes an actual ſeizure, yer is 
it a mighty hazard whether or-no Perſons then 

t truly ready, that were not habitually fo be- 
ore. "Tis indeed undoubtedly true, that true ſin- 
| cere Penitents, let them come in at what Hour 
1 they will, are never rejected: But I doubt they 
r that pretend to come in but at the laſt Hour, 
| 


i | {and to one, whether or no you ever, will. GOD Bl 
Will now calls and warns, and is willing to affiſt yi 

| in getting ready: But if you continue repellin; 

| his Grace, it will be but juſt with him at the 
Laft to deny or to withdraw it. And you may 
| well get ready after you are dead, as do it Wi 
| out the Grace of GOD, even while you are living. 

i Satisfy not your ſelves therefore with reſolving thi: 
1 1 pou will hereafter make Proviſion though nM 
5 5 no, in a Cafe where there is ſo much depend- 
| | | ing: This is too much for you to promiſe either 


part; 


. Helps before, are very ſeldom ſincere. Ilm 
fraid Sick Beds and Death Beds are in that reſpect 
much alike. Now we actually find Sick-B-1! 

| Terrors often wear off, after a Recovery, for wan! 


—— 
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part; not only becauſe tis utterly dubious whe- 
ther or no he may give you time ſufficient to 
get ready to make your Exit; but alſo becauſe 
there ſhould be ſufficient time, yet his Grace 
is not at your Beck : and ſufficient Grace at ſuch 
a time, after Sights and Abuſes long perſiſted in, 
may as juſtly be deny'd in your Caſe, as time 
ſufficient in the Caſe of others. Upon theſe 
& Conſiderations, I ſhould think you might diſ- 


—— 


ern a great force in the Argument, to be al- , 

ways ready, unleſs you can be willing to run the 

oeenture of being endlefſly miſerable, which to all 

chat are capable of judging rightly, cannot ap- 

+ Mp car uy other than the height of Folly and 

Madneſs. 

hut that this matter which is of the Laſt Mo- 

rent to every one of us, may affect us yet the | 
;; MWnore, I ſhall A 
. . n | 
D. In the Third Place ſubjoyn ſome additional 

 W\lotives, which well deſerve our moſt ſerious 

Thoughts. 

ne 

„. Then, Conſider we are to Dye but once. 

„here we are to do a thing often, if it be of 

g, Wn portance, we have à great deal of Reaſon to 

nue caretul that we may do it well and as we ought. 

nat bis is our Caſe, as to the Publick Worſhip of 
Ob in general, and as to the Sacrament of the 4 
her ord's-Supper, in which we are ſolemnly to Fig | 
ache our Covenant with our GOD and Saviour, i 
{ich is one of the higheſt Acts of Worſhip, in | 
mad articular. Tho' that 3 oft returns, yet | 
ow. b=comes us to be careful and ſerious in our Pre- "I 


- 


aration ; and they that axe moſt ſo, receive the | 
noſt Benefit, which is a ſi ſfiient Reaſon, But a _ 
C2 | for ö | 


Ds 
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for Dying, that is a thing that is to be done but 
once: And becauſe we can Dye but once, we 
ought to take the more care to be ready, that fo 
ve may Dye well. It ſhould be our great Care to 
make ſuch Provifion, as that we may Dye ſafely. 
ſo as to run no hazard. In fome Cafes it may b. 

4 Relief to us, to think, char if we dont do 
thing ſo well as we ſhould do now, we may hope 
to do it better afterwards: But there's not the 

, traſt room for ſuch a Thought in this Caſe. |! 
we don't Dye well, when our time is come, 
there's no returning back to Dye over again, that 
we-may do it better. Becauſe therefore we can 
Dye bur once, let us be the more concern'd to 
get ready, that we may not have an Eterm'y 
to ſpend in fruitleſs Lamentations and Con- 
plaints. ; : 


2. Death is a mighty Change, and therefor: 
we ſhould get ready for it. It is the great-!'i 
Change that can paſs. upon us. Ir carries us from 
all preſont Enjoyments, to which we have long? 
been accuſtom'd. It ſeparates between Soul 51 
Body, and leaves one part of ourſelves behind. U 
turns the Body to Duff and Putrefaction, nd 
brings the Soul into the near Preſence of GOD 
I carries us from Time to Eternity, and fron 
Work to Reward : It opens the Eyes of the Sou 
and leaves its State foe ever unchangeable : IM 
brings into a new State, a new Life, a new Wor'l,i 
A 222 a new Imployment, and that agree 
able to the prevailing Complexion of the Sou! e 
fore. The Awfulneſs of the Change that Dec 
carries in it, ſhould make us much the more c::M 
ful to get ready. Farther, 1 


1 
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Pying-hour, and therefore the more would Dili- 


ime of our Lives is not more than ſufficient for 
his purpoſe. We have no Time to loſe, and 
Wunder away we know not how. We have ma- 
Sy Sins to repent of, many Graces to obtain, 
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break thro', and many Duties to perform; and 
therefore have no need to loyter. We muſt get 
our Guile remov'd, our Hearts purify' d, our Na- 
ture refin d, the Image of GOD impreſs d, and 
a our Corruptions mortify'd : And this requires 
great Earneſtneſs and Diligence. And in all thi⸗ 
ue muſt expect much Oppoſition from the Devil, 
cur Grand Enemy; great hindrances from the 
World, and that both from its ſmiles and frowns ; 
and much hindrance alſo from our own back- 
ward, treacherous, deceitful Hearts. This being 
econſider d, it cannot appear cafy for us to get 
ready: and therefore our Concern and Applica- 
tion ſhould be the more earneſt and cloſe. 


my CO 


hen our LORD comes to Tranllate us into 
another World. Then are many rouz'd up, 


them, would give way to a drowzy ſecurity. 
Then is Conſcience very often moſt quick and 
[mart in its Charges and Threats, if all be not 
right within. Then are thoſe Sins many times 
diſtinctly remembred, which before were forgot- 
ten. Then will Conſcience ſpeak freely and ſay, 
Theſe things haſt thou done, and thoſe things 


z. Ni no eaſy thing ſor us to get ready for a 


Pence and Application become ns. The whole 


many Temprations to reſiſt, many Difficulties to 


4. Conſcience is often then moſt awakend 


who before let what would be faid or done to 


haſt 
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"aſt thou omired Thus ſtrong were thy Co- 


ruptions, and thus Prevalent "Temptations ; 1" 
this thing thou trifledſt with GOD; in that 
thou wert injurious to thy Fellow Creatures, and 
Fellow Chrittians ; and here thou ſhamefally ir- 
dulgedſt thyſelf, tho thou kneweſt that the Laws 
of GOD forbad thee. Then as much as it w 
before aſleep, will it oft warn of approachirs 
conſuming Vengeance; and conſign us over 
an Almighty Wrath. This is very AﬀeRtiny. 
We had need therefore get ready tor the Hour 
of our LOR D's coming, tho' it be uncertain, 
that ſo Conſcience upon comparing us with tl: 
Word of GOD, may not at ſuch a time con 
demn us, inſtead of ſpeaking Peace. 


5. All the Mercies and Advantages which GO!) 
is pleas d to afford us, are deſign d to help and 
ſiſt us in getting ready for Death, when 0 
LORD will come. Therefore have we ſow | 
ny Calls and Invitations, Means and Helps, th: 
Death may not ſurprize us while we are unprc- 
ed. Twill be peculiarly fad and diſmal for 
any Man to have many Years Patience and Goc 
neſs, and a variety of gracious Means and Help:, 
coming in at laſt to witneſs againft him. Th- 
Aim of all the Mercies afforded us in the Courſe of 
our Lives, is plainly this; To help us to lay up in 
tore a good Foundation againſt the time to come, 
that fo when Death carries us off this Earth! 
Stage, we may be able to lay hold on Etern 
Life. If this End be croſs'd, theſe Mercies ar - 
loſt ; which will be a moſt ditmal and uncomfor:- 
able Reflection in the Hour of Death, 
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6. There is a mighty difference when Dearh 
nce comes, between the ready and the unready. 


ſure and Joy, all their Mercies, and Hopes, and 
Comforts, and that for ever. To the ready, 
Death will be but an Entrance into the Joy of 
heir LORD, a Paſſage into an infinitely Ha 
yy Life, a Tranſlation to a ſtare of Bliſs, and Reſt, 
and Peace, that never will end: Whereas to the | 
Bunready, it will be but a {ending them to their * 
Bown Place, a cutting them down as Fuel for ever- » SP 
lating Burnings, a changing them from Earth to 
ell, from Light ro Darkneſs, from Pleaſure to 
pain, and from Delight to Torment; from the 
7 Offers of Grace to the Revelation of Wrath, and 
ſrom Hope to everlaſting Deſpair. Theſe are ve- 
gry Awtul Things, and call loudly upon all that 
believe them, to prepare and be ready, as 
- {they would not wiſh at laſt, tho' in vain, thar 
they had never been born. 


7. No Care we now can take to get ready for 
Death will be at laſt repented of. We ſhall not 
Lat laſt think that we were capable of too much 
J Pains in providing for an Hour, in which all the 
Grace that we could before have treaſur'd up, 
will not be found any more than is needful. If 
we have Labour d ever ſo diligently, Walked ever 
o circumſpectly, Deny'd ourſelves ever ſo pati- 

Jently, and reſiſted Temptations ever ſo ſtedfaſtly, 
and fo are ever fo well prepar'd, we ſhall —_— | 


wy 
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little enough to ſupport our Spirits at ſuch a tin; 

when Fleſh and Heart will fail us, and all ſeniib!; 
0 -. = and Stays will be entirely gon. Our 1 
molt Pains and Care is not more is need! ul 

The beſt and the warmeſt Chriſtians, even. tlic; 

that have walk d the moſt cloſely with GOD, auf 

ſerv d him moſt uprightly, and liv'd moſt excnf 

plarily, and labour d moſt unweariedly in the V 

of the LORD, upon a near approach of Death, 
often heard to complain of their unreadineſs. The 
find their Faith at beſt but weak, their Hope uf 
faint, their Love but cold, and every Grace but in| 
perfect to what they would have it be; and ther: 
fore they reckon themſelves but unready in con 
= -pariſon of what they would aim at, and afvif 
after. Bur none at ſuch a time think they 
kept too cloſe to their GOD and Saviour, 
too firm in their adhering to Him, or too car eff 

in ſerving of Him. And this ought to encou u 

us to do all we can to be as ready as may be. | 


8. Conſider that Sickneſs is a very unfit tim} 

to make a beginning of getting ready for | 

Hour of Death. Often have I thought wie 

have been by the Beds of ſome that have beet 

in racking Pain, or under Decays of Nature, 

* ſudden Sickneſs, that in a little while has put 
Period to their Days, of the unfitneſs of 14 

| 4 time, for them firſt to begin to look to GO DB 
or mind their Souls, or make proviſion for 290 
ther World. For what with the Hurries oF 
Thought, and Agonies of Spirit that are occ2il 

oned by their Pain or Sickneſs on one H. d 

and what with the Diverſion given by Medea 
Preſcriptions and Potions, or the n 0 
Bt yrut 
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Chyrurgeons, and the attendance ey require; 
which in their Place are neceſſary, and the mat- 
ter of plain Duty, on the other hand: What with 
the officious Tenderneſs of concern'd Friends and 
Relations, and what with the interpoſition of ne- 
ceffary Secular Cares, which will be ever and ahon 
interpoſing, there is ſo little room or heart left for 
an earneſt Application to Spiritual Matters, unleſs 
it be by little fits or ſtarts, that I cannot but look 
upon them as the miſerableſt Creatures upon 
Earth, that are then to make their firſt earneſt Eſ- 
ſay, in that which ought to be the great Buſineſs 
of their Lives. They that have been moſt Serious 
before, find they have then enough to do to bear 
vp or behave themſelves tolerably. What a ſad 
Caſe therefore muſt they be in, who. have Know- 
edge then to get in the Things of GOD; or a 
whole Life paſt to rip up, that has been full of 
Wickedneſs without any ſerious and hearty Re- 
card to GOD at all? I think it is not at all to 
be wondered at, if their Spirits are ſunk with 
Concern, or bewildred in Confuſion. Conſider 
this, Ibeech you, before-hand, and make ſuita- 
ble proviſion, as you would not have id to be 
your own Cale. 


Laſtly, Conſider allo how Affecting a ng it is 


to Dye, even tho' there be the truth of Grace, 
and real hope of a better Lite. At a diſtance 
we may think it an eaſy thing in ſuch a Caſe to 
yield to a Diſſolution; and yet when it comes to 
che Point, we may be hard ppt to it: Ar leaſt, it 
las been ſo with many, whole Eſtate I doubt not 
nas inn the main been ſafe. Tho' Perſons may, 
conceive they have good Ground to hope that 
they truly belong to GOD, yet with all our 

l D Light, 
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Light, we are comparatively ſuch ſtrangers to the 
Particulars of a Future State, and it is ſo affecting a 
thing to ſhoot the Gulph that parts both Worlds, 
hat tho Perſons may be free to take a ſolemn 
eave of their Friends and deareſt Relations, ar 
to relinquiſh their Bodies, and conſign them to 
the Houſe of Darkneſs, they may yet ſtart back: 
at the ſtrangeneſs of the Proſpect, when they a. 
tempt to look nearly into another World; and it 
is caſily to be accounted for, if they are ſomewhat 
appal'd and ſtruck, And if it may be ſo with tru- 
ly Gracious Perſons, then how diſmal is that 
Man's Caſe that is altogether unprovided ! Wh: 
muſt leave all the Objects of his Love, and Tru, 
and Hopes behind him; and has none to ſuſtain 
him in the dark Paſſage, and none to receive hin 
on the other ſide the Gulph, but Helliſh Fiend, 
with whom he muſt abide for ever! This is bet 
ter conceiv'd than expreſt. Theſe things deſerve 
more than meer paſſing Thoughts. 


4. I ſhall now in the fourth place, add ſome 
Directions about providing for a Bying-hour : 
And I dare undertake for the Conſequence, whe; : 
any have but a Heart to follow them. They arc 
partly Negative, and partly Poſitive. 


* The Negative Directions are theſe that fo!- 
low : | 


1. Don't live in any Sin without Repentancc. 
"Tis dangerous to be under Guilt, without mak 
ing our Peace with GOD. Sins that ſeem ſmal! 
before, will in a Dying-hour give great Diſtur 
bance. Be afraid of having the Sins of your whole 
] ives to look back upon at ſuch a time, without . 
Reaton to hope that any are pardon d. Live not 

| without 


Lt 
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without often calling yourſelves to an Account. 


if any Duty has been omitted, don't perſiſt in 
that Omiſſion, but put irin practiſe. If Temp- 


tations to Sin have been comply'd with, draw 


back, and don't perſiſt. Confefs and forſake 
without delay. If you have diſhonour'd G© D, 
be humbled, and return to him thro' FESUS 
CHRIST: But don't add Sin to Sin, by any 
Vindication or Extenuation of your Fault. If 
you have injur'd your Neighbour, repair the In- 
jury as far as you are able. If you have injur'd 
him in his Property, make Reſtitution; if in his 
Soul and in Spiritual Reſpects, by a Conjunction 
in Sin, 1& him with Grief and Sorrow of Heart 
n. your Trouble, and beg Forgiveneſs of him, 
as well as of GOD. And do this in your Health 
and Strength, and you'll have the leſs to do when 


8 >ickneſs ſhall ſeize you, and Death ſhall ap- 


K proach. 


2. Cleave not too cloſe to Creature-comforts. 
Many People that have the truth of Grace in their 
Hearts, are too incident to this Fault. They give 
che periſhing Comforts of this Life too much 
room 1n their Hearts, and then when a time of 


e paration comes, they are as it were rent from 
emſelves. If you over-love any thing in this 
World, youll be apt to receive a Meſſage of 


Death, as Hezekiah did, turning your Face to the, 


Wall and weeping. If therefore you would be ? 
5 1 


ready to Dye, let nothing here below have 


your Hearts; and endeavour; with St. Paul to Dye 1 Cor. 15: 318 
8 laily. 


3. Be not over-much incumber'd in the World, 
H as not to be able to leave your Concerns clear, 
D 2 | it 
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if GO D ſhould call you hence. Many involve 
themſelves in great Difficulties, thro' the intri 
cateneſs of their Affairs, as ſuppoſing they have 


a great while to ſtay here below; and then com 


ing to be cut ſhorter than they were aware ol, 
they are in miſerable Confuſion. They know 
not how to leave this World, becauſe they'l tel! 
you, they ſhall leave their Matters in ſuch a po- 
ſture as will be to the Damage of their Faun 
lies, and it may be a Diſcredit to Religion 
which is very poſſible, even where the Heart may 


be truly Upright. But I ſhould think it the part 


Wiſe Men, to quit a wordly Proſpect that migh: 
be Advantagious, ſuppoſing Life were prolong d. 
rather than run the hazard of making the la“ 
Hours uncomfortable, and a Dy ing- bed uneaſ 
Let not your Concerns therefore take too wide 
Compaſs; nor let them remain unſettled, as 
as you are able. Live not without a Will an 
Teſtament by you ; nor let any Truſts that hav- 
been committed to you, remain undiſcharg't ; 
that ſo it your LOR D ſhould come, and cal! 
you away, you may have nothing elſe to mind, 
but that World you are paſling into; may have 
Secular Cares to perplex and harraſs you. 


4. Live not Softly, Delicately and Volup::- 
ouſly. If you'd be eaſy on a Dying-bed, live 
Life of Warfare, and Labour, and Watchtulnel., 
and keep your Appetites and Paſſions within 
bounds, without too much Indulgence. Afﬀect 
not to Jive without ſomething to Exerciſe you ; 
but endeavour to bear to be croſs d. The more 
you inure yourſelves to Hardſhips, and to beur 
Dithculties, the more ready will you be to ente 
your Graves: But the Death-bed of a Yolup:.. 
| ous 
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dus Man upbras him for his deceitful Softneſs, 
nd its Pains the ſharper. He that would 
ye both eaſily and ſafely, muſt in this World 
ove Humility, and Self-denial. 


The Poſitive Directions I add, are theſe : 


Ss :. Get and clear up an Intereſt in the Lord 
ss CHRIST, and live by Faith on him; 
id that is the beſt way in the World to get ready 

Wor Death. Remember that of the Apoſtle, He 

„, bath the Son, hath Life. He not only hath a Joh. 5. 12, 
olid and ſubſtantial, but a durable and everlaſt- 

ng Life. He hath a Lite that cannot expire; a 

ite that he cannot loſe ; a Life that Death itfelf 

11not take away, ſo as that it ſhould not remain 

en afterwards. He may triumph even at the 

Wit Gaſp, when all viſible Hopes, and Props, and 

TW onmforts are gon; becauſe he is then going to 

e at the higheſt Rate, in the midſt of the Ob- 

Nec of his greateſt Delight, and at a diſtance from 

Logs, Imbarraſments and Imperfections; get 

red to CHRIST, and tho you Dye, yet 

all you Live; nay, He'll be Life to you in the 

W<cry Death. 
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| 2. Take care to be experimentally Acquainted 
ith the Power of Godlineſs, wichout reſting in a 
Deer empty Form, which is the undoing of Thou- 
ads, and Millions. Of all hings in the World 
$: ſcrious and hearty in Religion, and make that 
our grand Buſineſs, and let all other things give 
ay to it. Don't endeavour ſo much to appear 
nd be thought to be Good, as really to be fo. 
Lake conſtant care of your Way and Courle. Mall Rom. 8. 1. 
ot after the Fleſh, but after the Spirit. And Remem- 


ber, 
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2 Cor, 1. 12. 


Phil. 2 12. 
2 Per. 1. 10. 


2 Tim. 4. 7, 


this will be a refreſhing Cordial, and a mighty 


Work and Buſineſs. Be active in the Buſineſs ot 


fought a good Fight, I have finiſhed my Courſe, hence 


8. forth there is laid up for me a Crown of Righteouſ1:c!s 


find ſo doing. Be you found Diligent out of a re- 


ber, that that is the genuine MMF and Badge of 
ſuch as are in CHRIST, to whom therefore there x 
10 Condemnation. Mind the Inwards of Religion 
much more than the Externals. Let nothing - 
tisfy you that is ſhort of an Univerſal Holineſs o 
Heart and Life: And ſecure the Teftimony of your 
own Conſciences, that in Simplicity and godly Sin: 
rity, not with fleſhly Wiſdom, but by the Grace of ( 


ow have had your Converſation in this World; und 


Rejoycing to you, even when your Natural Spiric| 
ſink and faint, and can no longer be able to ſup- 
pore you. 


3. Be diligent and faithful in your proper 


your General Calling as you are Chriſtians. 1»: 
aut your own Salvation with fear and tremb!:.\i 
Make your Calling and Election ſure. Mind o 
with Diligence the Buſineſs of your Particular 
Callings, in the ſeveral Stations in which the Pro 
vidence of GOD has fix d you in this World. +: 
Paul having been Diligent and Faithful while e 
livd, found the Comfort of it when he came 
dye. And it muſt neceſſarily be an unſpeakablc 
Conſolation to him, to be able then to ſay, 7 H 


If we are but careful to imitate his Example, I 
may hope it will be the like with us alſo. Ke 
member therefore what our L OR D here ſays, i 
the next Verſe but one after my Text: Bleſ/c/ «if 
that Servant, whom his Lord when he cometh hal 


gard to GOD in the Duties of your proper Place 
and Station when Death comes to give you 
1 5 Summons, 
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ummons, and you need not fear but you ſhall be 
WWleiled., | 


4. Put off no Duty till hereafter ; for which 


ou have preſent Calls and Opportunities. Make Pf r19. 60. 


ite, and delay not to keep God's Commanaments. 


to do, Whatſover you are convinc'd is ne- 
ſary to be done, for GOD, your Souls, or 
Wnother World, do it out of hand; do it with thy 
ght: for there ws no Work, nor Device, nor Know- 
dee, nor Wiſdom in the Grave whither thou goeſt. 
Tow is your only working time, and therefore 
ſpeedy. | 


k , VI gs pot Ge - 


„. Familiarize to yourſelves before-hand that 
er World into which Death is an Entrance. 
decavour to be in love with the Felicity of An- 
and perfected Saints. Set yourſelves with the 
volt Intention to mind the Concernments of 
Future State, the inviſible Things of the other 

orld; and direct the main ſtream of your 
oughts and Deſires, Hopes and Joys thicher- 
V rd, It you have juſt reaſon to apprehend that 
u are of the number of GO D's truly devoted 
Wrvants, ever and anon fir down, and compare 
{ ur preſent with your expected State ; what you 
=, with what you hope to be. Think of ex- 
ing Infirmicy, Pollution, Darkneſs, Defor- 
Wy, Trouble and Complaint, for Power, Purity, 
« L zt, Beauty, Reſt and Praite. View the Map 
3 che Heavenly Canaan, as you find it drawn up 
ere you in the Book of GOD : Soaralotr, and 
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ur Hearts ſuitably affected. This will help 
: 0 
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Take the Wiſe Man's Advice; Whatſoever thy Hand ꝶ . 


by Faith the Glory and Riches, the Pleaſures 
Plenty of the Country, and endeavour to get 
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* Houſe, as thoſe that know you muſt in a li: 


to abate che fear of Death, and make it cole r 
and eaſy to you. | | 


6. Carefully improve the Helps of G00 


time be taken from them. See to it, that you 
continue not cumbering the Ground in the \ in: 
yard of GOD: But be fruitful ; and that in g 
portion to your Advantages. Lift up your He: 
to GOD in all publick ſolemn Addreſſes. 
under the Authority of his Word. Sincerely C 
venant with him at his Table, co be His witoul 
reſerves; His in all Eftates; His for ever. 
not fatisfy'd without Communion with GOD 
all his Ordinances. Follow hard after Him; fit 
to his Calls, and comply with his Demands wit! 
out demurr. Remember, that you attend on 0 
ing Miniſters, that muſt cer long be ſepa: 19 
from you by Death, that others may fill up ©1:if 
room: And that you are dying Hearers, at [uM 
uncertainty, that you know not as to any if 
mon you hear, but it may be your laſt. 1 148 
heed of Hearing drowzily, as you would ni 
have Matter of Terror to diſturb you in a Df 
ing-hour : But Hear as for your Lives; an | 
your Actions be correſpondent ; and you ml 
hope that you ſhall have Peace, even under t 
ault of the King of Terrors. 


7. Strive to Live much in a little Time. on 
live apace in a Natural ſenſe; they haſten the 
ſelves out of the World before their time, iſ 
their Intemperance and Lewdneſs: But I wot 
adviſe you to live apace, in a Moral, a Spiritud 
and Religious ſenſe. Our Bleſſed LORD 
not much above Thirty Years in this World bil 
| ' 
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but he liv'd more in that little time, than any o- 
thers that liv'd their Centuries of Years. Tis 
not along, but a faichful and uſeful Life that is 
moſt defirable, and moſt like His Lite, who is 
Life itſelf. Live much in a few Years. Diſpatch 
the great Buſineſs of Life out of hand. Improve 
your Time to your utmoſt; and Death may be 
comfortable let it come ever ſo ſoon; and you 
may be eaſy under it, inſtead of being territy'd 
upon its approach. 


8. And Laſtly, Endeavour to improve all Pro- 
CE vidential Warnings that are given by the ſudden 
and unexpected removal of Rclations or Ac- 
quaintance, Uſeful Minifters, or Chriſtian 
Wrriends. Are ſuch ſnatch'd away before you 
Wihought of it? Think with ate Ae that the 
lame might have been your Caſe, or may yet 
Wc yours. We plainly loſe the Benefit that 
600 intends for us by Strokes of this ſort, 
if we are not thereby put upon ſcrious En- 
Wquiry, what Poſture we are in for our own 
Death and Diſſolution ; which Enquiry, cloſely 
Wpurſu'd would much further and promote our 
WE. cadineſs. 


We ought to take this as the Voice of GOD 
to us all, by the late ſurprizing Death of Good 
Mr. Slveſter. His Deccaſe, and the manner ot 
Wt, has a Voice to his Family, to his Congre- 
on, to his Brethren in the Miniſtry, and to 
the whole City. How happy would it be were 
the Voice but univerſally liſten d to 

* 
It has a Voice to his Family, and warns them 
not to be ſacisfy'd with being a little affected oe 

5, the 


on * 


che preſent, with the Loſs of ſuch a Relative, 
| Who was carry'd off before they were well 
| aware; but to prepare to follow : And to imitace 
} his Life, if they'd be like him in his Death. 
'W | * It ſpeaks to; his Congregation, not only to in. 


prove Spiritual Helps while they have them, 
to remember all their Days that they may 
ſnatch'd from under the Miniſters they artc'1 
upon, or have their Miniſters call d away from 
them, and therefore to be always ready. 
. ſpeaks to his Brethren in the Miniſtry to be I 
ligent, and Faithful, and Conſtant, in their 
ſter's Work, and take care of their own Sous, 
while they are watching over the Souls of others, 
4 for that they may be ſurpriz'd at unawares, : 
ſk well as any of the Members of their refpectiv: 
Flocks. It ſpeaks to this whole City, to va!!! 
their Miniſters more, and to be more careful 0 
Improve by them, ſince they know. not how {001 
or ſuddenly their Mouths may be fRtopp'd wich 
Duſt, and they may be call'd Home. It ſpeak: 
to us all, to be ready at each Watch, ſince we 
know not when our LORD may call. An ii 
the ſo ſudden Deceaſe of this Man of GODE 
may but effectually itir up any in theſe Reſpact, 
it will render it an Happy Providence to other, 
as J doubt not but it was to him. 
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It now only remains, that I add'a few Ward 
concerning ham that is gone, and a little Ad» ic: 
to you that ſurvive, that are nearly concern'd ini 
the Loſs of him. 


As to my deceas'd Friend and Father, "the Re 
verend Mr. Matthew Sylveſter, I could with genug 
a 4 '.” La 
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Faſe and Pleaſure enlarge in his Character; and 
am much more at a loſs what to paſs by, than 
what to ſay concerning him. He was an able 
Divine, a good Linguiit, no mean Philoſopher, 
an excellent Caſuiſt, an admirable Textuary, and 
one of uncommon Divine Eloquence in Pleading 
at the Throne of Grace, He had a ſoaring Ge- 
nius, a rich and copious Fancy, and great depth 
of Thought: To which had there been Joynd a 
ſuitable Elocution and Expreflion, I doubt not 
but he would have been univerſally eftcem'd one 
| of che greateſt Men of the Age. 


His Parents dy'd when he was young, and left 
him deſtitute : But GOD took care of him. He 
had his Education in St. Fobr's-College in Cam- 
bridge, where tho his Circumſtances were ſtrait, 
pet his Studiouſneſs in order to future Service 
was remarkable; and his Diligence and Humility, 
and affable and obliging Carriage procur'd him 
Friends, from whom he receiv'd much Kindneſs. 
He left the Univerſity ſooner than his Inciina- 
tion would have led him, under the force of Ne- 
ceſſity: And after ſome time ſpent in the Coun- 
try, where in the midſt of other Engagements, 
le purſu d his Studies cloſely, he fix d in the Liv- 
ing of Gunworly, in the County and Diocels of 
8 L:ncoln. There the Ad for Uniformity found and cject- 
ed him in the Year 1662. The Learned Dr. Sau- 
ben then Biſhop of the Divcels, who was fome 
way Related to him, ſent for him, treated him 
molt courteouſly, and oiter'd him conſiderable 
Preterment it he would Contorm : But after much 
u ging upon ſome Points, he frankly told him, 
ebe could not come into the Church wich Satista- 
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would expoſe him to conſiderable Hardſhips, 
the Peace of his Conſcience bore him up: And 


&ion to his Conſcience, and therefore muſt be 
excusd. He has often told me, that the Unfeis 4 
Aſſent and Conſent that was requir'd of him, tog-- 
ther with the Declaring that none were bound 
by the Soulemn League and Covenant that took it 
were two Things that he much ſtuck at. The F. 
ordination that was inſiſted on, while he was ſatis. 
fy d that his former Ordination was agreable to 
Word of GOD, he could not take to be 
other than'a Mockery : And the Power of 1: 
Church to Decree Rites and Ceremonies aſſerted in 
tne Twentieth Article, he could by no means 
de ſtand. Tho' he knew, and could eaſily fore- 
{ce that his Diſſent from the National Church 
(which he yet maintain'd with great Moderation) 


he has many times ſaid, That he never had on; 
repenting Thought as to his Non- conformity. 


After þis being Silenc'd, he liv'd ſome tim: 
with Sir John Bright as his Domeſtick Chap! in, 
and afterward with Fobn White Eſguire of N 
hamſhire; in both which Families he was an ri 
nament to his Function, and met with abun! 
Civilities and Reſpects. He came to this Ciry, 
the Year after the Fire, and here had a ſhar in 
the Hardſhips on the Diſſenters, tho he nag 
was in a Priſon, as ſeveral other of his Brethren 
were. He cultivated however a good Corr?! 
pondence with ſeveral Divines of the Eſtabl:'!: 
Church, and was well reſpected by ſeveral « 
them; eſpecially by the late Archbiſhop Till 
and Dr. Whitchcot. | 
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f But no Man ever more valu'd him than the Ex- 


ceellent Mr. Baxter, who was a good Judge of Men: 
| WAnd his Efteem tor Mr. Baxter on the other 
adde ran as high, as it was fit it ſhould towards 
an Mortal Man: Perhaps he exceeded. He de- 
cr d to be known to Poſterity this Character, 
Mr. Baxter's Friend: And ſo 7 believe he will. 
le account I have had from himſelf of ſome 
ge Converſation that paſt between them Two, 
 Wupon ſome uncommon Subjects, is very pleaſant 
-o recollect, and I deſire never to forget it. Ne- 
e was there a greater Harmony between twWooÜ·6ũ ! 
1 WC 0)lcagues, than between Mr. Baxter and him, c 
oben chey poth Preach d to the ſame People; cho 
M. Sylveſter was the Paſtor, and Mr. Baxter but 
de Aſſiſtant: And never were People happier in 
vo ſtated Miniſters than they that had the Be- 
Winch of their ; Oynt Labours. Mr. Baxter ſhew'd 

this Reſpects to him Dying as well as Living; and 
Wt he could have influenc'd them, none of his 
", 8 riends ſhould have deſerted him upon his Deceaſe. 
Ihe going off of ſo many of them was a. Dif- 
'-{Wcouragement ; "bux, upright Mr. Sylveſter look'd 
„iger than Man * And yet tho he was not fol- 
Nod, and admir'd, and courted, and flock d at- 
u er as ſome others, he found that Declaration ve- 
ih d, Them that 3 me, I will honour. And there- 
enMWior: he had as great a ſhare of the real Efteem 
n Reſpect, of the lovers "of GOD and crue 
16 Goodneſt, to the laſt, as moſt Men. 
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ne has often ſignify d it to his Friends to be 

his carneſt. Deſire, and it was his frequent Re- 
Wilt ro. GOD in his Family-prayers, That his 
Wi! Life 
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to Eternity. Herein GOD 8 him his De. 
ſt. 


expir d without the uſual Formalities of Dcath 


ing which brought him ſo very low, and wha 


leaſt warning, that no Interceſſion migh: 


which is this; That he was a Man of ec. 


Life and Uſefulneſs might continue and expir 
together: And he has many times faid, Th: it 
was an Happy Thing to ſlip out of this World in. 


fire, and anſwer'd his Requeſt. For when ti; 
Uſefulneſs had extended to the Age of Sever: 
one, GOD withdrew him on a ſudden, and hg 


And whoſoever conſiders his Natural Ten pet 
which was timerous, and the awful Though: s |; 
had of Death, which few can be ſtranger: ty, 
who Convers'd familiarly with him, mult or 

this to have been a great Mercy to ham, 


However; thus we loſt before we thoug!:: ff 
it, as Exemplary a Perſon as Death could vl 
have faiten'd on, and had not opportunity give! 
ſo much as of putting up one Prayer to GOD to: 
his continuance yet a while longer among us 
When ſeveral Years ago, he had a violent Be 


he was afterwards endanger'd by other IIInc a 
there were many Prayers aſcending to He:v:if 
for him: But now his Work was done, and lf 
Race run, and GOD removd him withour cl 


made for the prolonging his valuable Lite. U 

tho GOD has now taken him out of our rg 

and fight, and withdrawn him out of our M 

yet his Example is left behind, and ought nc: 
e forgotten by us. | 


He well deferv'd the Character that Mr. BW 
gave ot him, in the Hiſtory of has Life and Tint 
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w of Temper, ſound and peaceable Principles, Mr- Baxter's 


"Wh godly Life, and great Ability in the Miniſterial 
. 


York. © Bur that's too ſhort. - He was really very we 3 
» emplary, as a Chriſtian, as a Miniſter ; as a 


-MHuband, as a Father, and as a Friend. 


ae him as a Chriſtian ; and how remarkable 
ws his Humility and Mcekneſs ! What a warm 
eaſe did he diſcover of his conſtant Dependance! 
nat a Worm was he in his own eſteem ! What 
\ Wex:ilced Thoughts would he often vent of Divine 
race! How cloſe was his Dependance on 
RIS T the Mediator | How much was he ta- 

ken up in the Admiration of Redeeming-Love ! 


Life, in Fol. 


6. 


How Active was he tor GOD; and how refign'd 


d ſubmiffive to his Will! How patient under 
icculties, Exerciſes and Tryals! How little did 
rc make of this World | How quietly could he 
ee others preterr'd before him | Whar a Stranger 
is he ro Covetouſnefs |! How Temperate was 
e in all Things! How Charitable in Bearing and 
orbearing, and Relieving! How tender was 
e of the Reputation of all he had to do with ! 
ud how cautious of ſpeaking ill of any! And 
Wow entirely did he feem to all that knew him, 
e be made up of Love to GOD and Man! 

lis Religion was all of a Piece. There was no- 
Ding of it forc'd or affected; but it was Natural, 
eee and Viral; and any Man would judge fo, 
at made his Remarks upon him. A number of 
ich Inftances would recommend Chriſtianity 


o the World, in even as Degenerate an Age as 
urs. 


Conſider 
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Conſider him as a Miniſter; and he was Mel 
furniſh'd, Ready, Diligent and Faithful. He 
had Awful Thoughts of his Office, and a gre: 
Concern to ſupport the Credit of it. I neue 
yet knew any Man in whom I could diſcove; 
a greater Veneration for tnole Two ſtanding ():- 
dinances of GOD, the Magiſtracy and the i 
niſtry; than he had. No Man more Solemr in 
all the Parts of Miniſterial Service. He wx 
very ſenſible that there was no way to fecur: 
the Reſpect that was due to the Office of l 
Miniſtry, like care to fill it up with Gravity 
and Seriouſneſs. Never did I obſerve any on; 
ſpeak to GOD or from him with more ſolen mi 
ty of Spirit than he. How ſurprizingly have | 

ometimes known him manage tne Office ot n. 
fant-Baptiſm, ſo as ſtrangely to Inſtruct, 
Affect, and Improve the Stunders by, and pro 
duce other thoughts of that Ordinance than they 
had before. And with what a Majeſty, and i 
what an hcavenly Strain have 1 often known 
him manage the other Sacrament of the LOR ' 
Supper, to the raiſing the Hearts of che Con: 
municants to an unuſual pitch of Devotion 
have 'obſerv'd ſomething of this kind, When! 
had fair Opportunity for it, that 4 muſt cn. 
feſs, I deſire never to forget. And how rc) 
was he in ſolving :Cales of Conſcience? Ilos 
diretly without any long Harangues and Cir 
cumlocutions, would he point out the chief dit 
ficulty of the Caſes propos d to him; and ther 
how dextcrouſly would he apply his Solutions «© 
the greateſt Difficulties of the Enquirers! Hz 
Catholick Spiritedneſs allo was very. remark:l: 

| | 1 
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He had no narrow ſtingy Party Principles. He 
was no lover of Contentions, but of Peace and 
Truth: And all that lov'd GOD and true Goodneſs 
might be ſecure of his Reſpect, and Love, and 
Aſliſtance, as far as they could deſire it, how 
much foever they differ'd from him. He was 
ſtudious to the Laſt, in order to the farther im- 
provement- of his own Mind, and encreaſing 
his Furniture, tho' it was very conſiderable ; by 
which he ſham'd thoſe who though they fall 
vaſtly ſhort of him, yet AR as it they were 
paſt making any farther Advancement. He was 
moſt tender in his regard to Younger Minilters. 
He heartily lov'd them, and rejoyc'd in their 
hopefulnefs, and growing Uſefulneſs : was upon 
all Occaſions concern'd for their Reputation, and 
fres and communicative to them without re- 
ſerve. In him we have loſt a Common Father. 
For my part I carmot but look upon it as a juft 
Debt to his Memory; (which on that Account 
will ever be precious with me) thankfully to- ac- 
knowledge, han the freedom he us'd with me 
and allow'd me with him, when I aſſiſted him 
one part of the Day for four Years together, at 
my firſt ſetting out in the Miniſtry, was fuch 
an Happineſs, that I rank it among the greateſt 
Mercies of my Life. Nox muſt I forget the 
great Uſefulneſs of his general Converſation, 
which was prudent and inſtructive, and very Or- 
namental to him as a Miniſter. I muſt confeſs I 
have ſometimes thought (and I have taken the liber 
ty of ſignifying it even to him) that his Converſa- 
tion was rather more inſtructive than his Preaching. 
The only Reaſon of which that I can conceive 1s 


this, that having a _ and copious Fancy 


flowing 
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flowing freely under the conduct of 'a good 
Judgment, he too much ſtinted it in his ſet Com- 
poſitions; while in his Converſation he gave 
himſelf free ſcope to diſcover his Noble and 
Uncommon Genius. er; 21) | 


Take him as a Husband, he was moſt Ten- 
der and Loving, Free and Open, Obliging and 
Reſpectful, Provident and Indulgent. He was a 
good Inſtructer, and a Good Pattern: A molt 
agreeable Companion, and a great Helper in che 
way to Heaven. | 


As a Father he was alſo Exemplary. He 
pray d heartily for his Children, Inſtructed them 
diligently, and educated them carefully: was as 
ready to encourage them when they, did well 
as to diſcourage and rebuke when they did other- 
wiſe. He was more concern'd by far. for thei; 
Souls than their Bodies; and moſt tenderly At- 
fected with their failures : and yet here it ples 
GOD he had u ſevere Exerciſe. 


Finally as a Friend, he was molt lovely and 
Deſirable. For he was Free and Communic 
tive, Candid in the laſt Degree, Faithful and Tru 
ſty, Upright and Sincere. He had no Tricks; 
but hated every thing that was Mean or Baſe or 
Sordid. He readily ſympathiz'd with thoſe (or 
whom he pretended Reſpect; he was mind!ul 
of them in his Prayers. He was not. fickle and 
inconſtant in his Friendſhip ; and it muſt be 
ſome very ill ching indeed; that muſt make 
forfeiture. of it. In a word tho' he could very 
well diitingnith between Men and Men, yet it 
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was not his fault, either that all the World were 
not his Friends, or that all his Friends were not 
the better for him. For wherever he had an In- 
tereſt, he was for improving it for GOD to the 
utmoſt of his Power; and he was ready to do ſo, 
whenſoever an Opportunity offer d. 


If this put together ſeem to any to be à great 
Character, I can only ſay that if they think it 
too great, tis a ſign they did not know him 
whoſe Loſs we have reaſon to Lament. They 
that did know him beſt, I'm ſatisfy'd will agree 
'twas ſtrictly true. I have not been deſcribing 
to you what a Man ſhould be, (which is the 
way of ſome) but what he actually was, who fo 
lately left this World of ours. 1 have conſulted 
my Conſcience in the Account given; and have 
falen ſhort, and not exceeded. And yet he 
was not without his Defects and Infirmities nei- 
ther: But they were Lamented and Bewaild ; 
and no one was ſo ſenſible of them as himſelf. 


The more Excellent he was, and the more 
fir to be a Pattern and Example both to Miniſters 
and private Chriſtians, the greater is the gene- 
neral Lofs by his Removal: and the better he 
was in-each Relation, the greater muſt the Loſs 
of him in each needs be. | 


I Grant it a great Loſs to have ſuch an Huſ- 
band taken away. But let my Dear Siſter re- 
member, that GO D has taken but what he 
gave ; and he can eaſily from himſelf, make up 
the want of what he has taken; and it may be 
depended on he will do it, if there be a Sub- 

|  # miſſive 
4 


* i x R 5 * 4 wt. * Ya 
F * as 98 1 * [ 6-5 of 42 
— 2 —— cated. ai te ds 4 We 4 * 


re —_—— cn „ 


ITT, 8s 
4 * 1 1 
wo, _— J * + 
41 $6 x * + 
* „ F £2 _ * 
3 1 * 4 4 "ED & + -— -> 4 n ĩ˙‚— I Y n * „ ** S 1 ta — 
HR R———_— „„ — — — — 
139 Ay 4 ; "1 * 0 . . 8 F - * | - % o 
N * 8 
1 
a « 0 o , \ 
$a 6 * = 
+ 
| 25 —ů — — 


miſſive and Reſigned Spirit, and à ſuitable con- 
cern to make a right improvement of ſuch 1 


It's affecting to loſe ſuch a Father, and to 

think that his Counſels, and his Prayers, and 
his Converſe are now loſt, and to be had no 
more in this World: But be thankful for whit 
you have had, and apply the more earneſtly to 
your Heavenly Father, and he'll nat fail of con- 
ducting you ſafe thither, where your Natural 
Father and you may ſo meet as never to part 
more. | W 


Its affecting to loſe ſuch a Paſtor as you of 
this Congregation have done, by the removal of 
this Faithful Miniſter of JESUS CHRIST. The 

eater his worth was, the greater is your LOG. 

was one that Fed v with Knowledge and U 
derſtanding, and therefore was a Prophet according 
God's Heart. Great were his Abilities; and great 
the Tenderneſs of his Spirit towards you. I know 
not where you'll find another Mr. Sylvefer. | 
heartily Sympathize with you, and am concern d 
for you: And I ſhould be very ungratetul, con- 
fidering the Reſpect and Kindneſs I formerly met 
with among you, ſhould it be otherwiſe. Will 
you then bear with me in a. few Words? 


I befeech you my Friends to bleſs GOD, 
that you enjoy d the Labours of fo Excellent 
Perion fo long. Repent of your Non-improv-- 
ment of ſo great an Advantage as you had unde 
tis Miniſtry. Be concern d that you did not mor 
diligently and afliduouſly attend upon * Mini- 
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A Funeral Sermon. 


_ 


rr, Peaceable and Loving People, and far from Facti- 
er and 6 et me beg of you to 
ew it, now he is gone. Conſider what will be 
oft for the Honour of GOD and moſt for 
e Credit of your Deceaſed Paſtor, and let that 
fluence you in your Motions. We have not fo 
any Societies as deſerve that Character which 
is been given of you in Print, as that we can 
content to loſe one, if it may be prevented. 
ou are I confeſs but a ſmall Handful : But if 
u look through the City, you may find ſome 
at were very near as ſmall as you, when they 
ere deſtitute, who taking right Meaſures in fill- 
g up the Vacancy, are now become flouriſhing 
ongregations. And who knows but it may be 
with you alſo ? Try what you can do to ſup- 
2nother Faithful Miniſter in his room, and 
en proceed Unanimouſly : But do it ſpeedily. 
ke the firſt Oportunity of Receiving the Lord's 
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Eliſha' C 


after Elijab ? 
GOD, pag. 16. 


+ Wpper together, and be preſent at chat Solemnity 

._ Wih one Conſent, and who knows how the 

eat Shepherd of the Sheep may then Spirit and 

Ween, and Aſſiſt you, in what may be for his 
i, Wnour, and for your Benefit and Comfort. 
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A Funeral Sermon hs 
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And now m V Mechen; I anal Jour to God 
75 the Word of his Croce, which is able to will 
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thew Sylveſter are theſe : 


| LORD. Od&ave. 

Eliſha's Cry after Elijabs GOD: A Sermon 
on 2 Kings 2. 14. occaſion d by the Deceaſe of the 
Reverend Mr. Richard Baxter: Printed at the end 
ff his Life in Folio. 

A Sermon to the Societies for Reformati- 
on of Manners. 

The Chriſtians Race and Patience, deſcrib'd 
gd and incourag d in ſeveral Sermons from He- 
brews 12. The firſt Part Ocavo. Printed for Tho. 
Prrkburſt, and 7. Robinſon. 

The Chriſtians laſt Redreſs, Illuſtrated by 
ome Conſiderations upon Revel. 21. 4. at the Re- 


eas d. Octob. 1707. 

And he hath alſo Four Sermons in the Vo- 
umes of the Morning-Exercile. 

1. One inthe Supplement to rhe Morning-Ex- 
rele at Cripplegats, about the overcoming the in- 
dinate Love of Life, and Fear of Death. 

2. A Second, in the Morning-Exerciſe againſt 
Popery, to prove that Baptiſm and the L OR D's- 
upper, are the only Sacraments of the Covenant 
Grace under the New Teſtament. 

3. A Third, in the Continuation of the Morn- 
g-Exerciſe ; on that Queſtion, How may a 
racious Perſon. from whom G O D hides his 
ace, truſt inthe LORD, as his GOD? 

4. And a Fourth, in the Laſt Volume of the 
Morning-Exerciſc, upon the Cure of a Luke-warm 
emper. 


De Works of the Reverend Mr. Mat- 


| Sermon upon being for ever with the 


veſt of the Relicks of Mrs. Sarah Petit lately De- 
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